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Technical Brief No. 5: The Forensic Exit Scaffolding

California Departure: Neutralizing the Trailing Nexus

Executive Summary

In 2026, a physical move out of California is merely a logistical hurdle; the true
challenge is the forensic severance of residency. What you need to know: The
Franchise Tax Board (FTB) has shifted from manual audits to Al-driven telemetry,
monitoring 'Trailing Nexus' triggers—digital footprints, social nuclei, and professional
tethers—to maintain taxing authority. This telemetry serves as the primary engine for
the next phase of California legislation: AB 259 (The Wealth Tax Act). Under this
proposed 'Exit Hedge, the state seeks to claim a percentage of worldwide net worth for
years after a departure. Without a forensic 'Kill-Switch' plan, your arrival in Texas

remains a transitory event in the eyes of California auditors.

I. The Trailing Nexus: The 2026 Audit Triggers

The FTB no longer waits for a tax return to flag a departure. They utilize Economic and

Social Telemetry to identify "Paper-Only" moves.

e Digital IP Telemetry: Repeated logins to secure financial or corporate portals from
California-based IP addresses after a declared move date.

e The Professional Social Nucleus: Retaining California-based "Trust Circle" members
(Physicians, Attorneys, Wealth Advisors). In 2026, the FTB views a failure to migrate
these 1:1 as evidence of an intent to return.

e The 'Mailing Address' Trap: Using a California "c/0" or business address for federal

filings while claiming Texas residency for state filings.
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I1. The AB 259 Wealth Tax Hedge

The Trailing Nexus is the "hook" that allows California to apply the proposed Wealth Tax
even after you leave. The 36-month window is now a 48-month forensic audit cycle for any
departure involving unvested equity or concentrated IP assets." This adds that final

"Institutional" layer of urgency.

e The Look-Back Provision: AB 259 (working in tandem with the 2026 Billionaire Tax
Act initiative) targets a percentage of worldwide net worth, creating a permanent
'Trailing Liability' for non-forensic departures.

e The Material Effect: For founders with concentrated stock or high-value private
equity, even a 1% to 1.5% levy is a massive hit to liquidity that can exceed the actual
cash generated by the business in a given year.

e The Hedge: The only defense is a Forensic Clean Break documented before the

residency determination date (January 1, 2026, for the proposed ballot measure).

lll. The Departure 'Kill-Switch' Matrix

Forensic Action The "Messy" Exit (High Risk) The Arizzon Exit (Defensible)
Management via CA-based Wyoming-based Board &
Corporate Situs
Zoom/IP Management
Voter/Vehicle "Update when convenient” Immediate (Day 1) Re-registration
Real Estate Kept vacant for personal use Leased or Liquidated
Nexus Shield Trailing ties to CA vendors Full migration of Social Nucleus
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IV. Call To Action (CTA)

Neutralize the Trail Before it Becomes a Trap. Don't let a 2026 departure become a

multi-year audit battle.

e Audit Your Digital Trail: [Request a Nexus Telemetry Review]

e Secure Your Assets: [Access Technical Brief No. 4: Texas Arrival]

Book Your 30-Minute Diagnostic with an Arizzon Director
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https://calendar.app.google/kt2PzZUzdhHjsA7n9
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