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Technical Brief No. 6: The Northern Pivot

Wyoming, Idaho, & Montana: The Tactical Alternative

Executive Summary

As the 2026 fiscal landscape tightens, the 'Mountain West' has emerged as the
definitive secondary safety valve for capital preservation. What you need to know:
While Texas offers a broad shield, the Northern Pivot—comprising Wyoming, Idaho,
and Montana—offers specialized jurisdictional advantages, from Wyoming’s 'Entity
Secrecy' to Montana’s 'Zero-Sales-Tax' asset titling. This pivot is designed for the
founder who requires lower population density and a higher degree of anonymity than
the Sunbelt currently provides. In 2026, these states serve as the 'Shadow Hubs' for

those seeking to decouple their physical domicile from their corporate footprint.

I. The Northern Tier Jurisdictions

Each state in the Northern Pivot serves a specific forensic function in your 2026 strategy:

e Wyoming (The Entity Vault): The primary jurisdiction for Asset Holding Companies.
Wyoming offers the most aggressive anonymity statutes in the U.S., allowing for

private management without the public telemetry now required in coastal states.

While the federal Corporate Transparency Act (CTA) mandates centralized
beneficial ownership reporting as of 2026, Wyoming remains the premier
jurisdictional shield against state-level public telemetry. Unlike coastal jurisdictions
that are increasingly moving toward public registries and aggressive discovery
mandates, Wyoming's statutes ensure that your management and control structures
remain shielded from private-sector exposure and regional regulatory overreach. It
is the essential vault for decoupling a founder's public profile from their private

capital.
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e Idaho (The Domicile Anchor): The preferred "Clean Break" destination for the SF
cohort. Its flat-tax structure and rural-to-urban integration make it a defensible
primary residence that is harder for California auditors to challenge.

e Montana (The Tactical Title): Utilized specifically for the 0% sales tax on high-value
mobile assets (aircraft, vehicle collections). Establishing a Montana LLC is a standard

tactical move for neutralizing acquisition-level tax drag.

Utilizing Montana’s 0% sales tax for high-value mobile assets (aircraft, vehicle
collections) requires more than simple registration; it requires an Architectural
Business Purpose. In the 2026 audit environment, the FTB and other high-tax
authorities look for 'sham’ entities. Arizzon’s Montana strategy utilizes a dedicated
Asset Holding Company structure with documented management situs,
transforming a tax-advantaged titling move into a defensible, long-term structural

realignment.

II. The "Shadow Hub" Matrix

Feature Wyoming Idaho Montana

Primary Utility Corporate Secrecy Domicile/Residency Asset Titling (0% Sales Tax)

State Income

0% 5.8% (Flat) 3.9% - 5.9%
Tax
2026 Audit
Lowest Telemetry Lifestyle-Defensible Structural /Specialized
Profile
Asset Shielding High Moderate Moderate
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I11. The Forensic Pivot Checklist
To execute the Northern Pivot without triggering a "Transitory Move" flag:

e The Social Nucleus Shift: Documenting local community involvement in Boise,
Jackson, or Bozeman to outweigh coastal ties.

e Wyoming 'Mind and Management': Ensuring that corporate decision-making (board
minutes, signatures) is tied to Wyoming-based services.

e Intangible Asset Situs: Moving the "home" of your Intellectual Property to a

Wyoming Close Corporation to shield it from regional regulatory reach.

IV. Call To Action (CTA)

Build Your Mountain Fortress. The Northern Pivot is for the founder who values privacy as

much as tax efficiency.

e Establishing Wyoming Entities? [Request a Structural Audit]

e Moving to the Northern Tier? [Schedule a Domicile Defense Briefing]

Book Your 30-Minute Diagnostic with an Arizzon Director
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